MEN OF POWER
or writing on the subject of religion simply becai
felt that he had not given the subject the same thoi
painstaking  care  he had  given to  his  scientifi
vestigations.   In a letter to Mr. J. Fordyce in 187
said, "In rny most extreme fluctuations I have i
been an atheist in the sense of denying the existen
God.   I think that generally (and more and more
grow older) but not always, that an Agnostic w
be the more correct description of my state of mi
When in 1871 Dr. F. E. Abbott of Cambridge, Me
chusetts urged him to express himself further on
subject, he replied:
I cannot comply with your request for the follov
reasons; and excuse me for giving them in some de
as I should be very sorry to appear in your eyes
gracious.   My health is very weak: I never pass twei
four hours without many hours of discomfort, whe
can do nothing whatever.    I have thus, also, lost 1
whole consecutive months this season.    Owing to t
weakness, and my head being often giddy, I am una
to master new subjects requiring much thought, s
can deal only with old materials.    At no time am .
quick thinker or writer; whatever I have done in sciei
has solely been by long pondering, patience, and :
dustry.
Now I have never systematically thought much <
religion in relation to science, or on morals in relati<
to society; and without steadily keeping my mind <
such subjects for a long period, I am really incapat
of writing anything worth sending to the Index*
5 ibid., p. 276.
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